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The Littleton Examiner is an annual
news magazine, with special issues
printed quarterly, that publishes
topics of interest to the people of
Littleton, Colorado.

It is distributed by direct mail to
residents of Littleton and archived on
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www.littletonexaminer.com.

PUBLICATION FEATURES

Alice in Littleton
Stories of Littleton by Alice, a local
writer who loves our city.

Citizen Minutes

Minutes of city council meetings
written by local citizens. Offers more
detail about city council meetings
than what City Council themselves
provide.

Letters to the Community
These are letters to you from your
fellow Littletonites. Send your letter

to letters@littletonexaminer.com.

Articles / Photos
Other items about Littleton.

Advertising

If you are interested in placing an
ad in The Littleton Examiner, please
email ads@littletonexmainer.com
for rates and upcoming publication
schedule.
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Due to space restrictions of this special 8-page issue we are posting all Citizen Minutes
only our on our website at www.LittletonExaminer.com. Please read them there.

Carol Brzecezk cares so much about open meetings and letting the citizens know what is
happening that she attends City meetings and keeps minutes. Thank you Carol.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

This special issue came about because so many Littleton citizens care. Thank

you to all the contributors to this issue.

We asked Wal-Mart to contribute their thoughts. By press time, we hadn’t heard
from them, but when they respond we will post their comments on the website.
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Kudos@

All too often focus is given to what is going wrong or what needs to be yxed. We want
to share some things that are going right and give some credit to folks who are doing a

great job. Please join us in celebrating Littleton - one little piece at a time.

Kudos to...
Littleton’s Snow Clearing Crew!

by Jack Randall

I have been a Colorado resident all of my life. I don’t remember any other combination
of early winter snow storms back-to-back and cold temperatures such as we have seen in
the past 30 days.

The city crews fought the accumulation of snow by working 24 hours a day for 15 days.
They worked in 12 hour shifts and even rented an additional motor grader to clear the
roads.

So much snow fell that the crews ran out of places to move it. They couldn’t plow all the
lanes clear without covering parked cars. They couldnit plow the cars out without ylling
the driving lanes with piled snow.

Littleton is reputed to have 165 miles of streets. The major streets were opened and
kept open and each residential street was plowed at least twice by a plow or a grader.
Recently crews have focused on keeping public sidewalks cleared and responding to
citizen requests to address problem areas.

It is impossible to plow all the streets clear to the pavement with the equipment and
manpower available. Other metro cities had it far worse as their crews weren’t as
capable as ours.

Perfect clearing would require heated streets and more money to keep them heated than
we will ever have.

All-in-all they did a yne job. If you have a chance, thank them for their work.

Tom Mulvey

Kudos to Councilmember Tom Mulvery for keeping the pressure on so that interested
citizens can watch the Wal-Mart hearings on Channel 8.

Keep it up Tom!

Share Your Kudos

Next time you spot something cool around Littleton or have a great experience,
please share your story with us. We want to know what you love about Littleton.
We’re pretty sure that we’ll get so many that we won’t be able to print them all.
Send them to kudos@littletonexaminer.com or our post ofyce box.

City Council Retreat

The Littleton City Council will meet all
day on Friday, February 2 for their annual
“retreat.”

The meeting this year will take place - in
part - in Littleton, thanks to Tom Mulvey.

The Littleton Museum will experience
some real live politicians in addition to the
pictures of the old ones.

Come one - Come all. Hear what the

city parents (can’t use city fathers for this
council) have to say. Don’t plan to talk or
contribute except during breaks, but the
listening can be interesting.

The retreat is open to the public.

Arapahoe County
Reports Successful
Election

Arapahoe County Clerk and Recorder
Nancy A. Doty is reporting a successful
General Election. There were no
signiycant problems with voting
equipment and no undue delays in voters
casting their vote during the November 7
General Election.

Approximately 60 percent of the active
registered voters participated in this year’s
election. In the 2004 Presidential Election
nearly 93 percent active registered voters
participated.

“The successful election was due to the
excellent hard work of my dedicated staff
and the nearly 1,600 poll workers,0 said
Nancy. “Many poll workers reported a
positive learning experience and felt they
had greatly contributed to the democratic
process.”
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News About

Wal-Mart

IN Littleton...

WHAT’S HAPPENED

Littleton’s Director of Communications
issued a press release describing the
process as follows:

fiwal-Mart is proposing an 187,000
square-foot store on the west side of Santa
Fe Drive south of the Meadowood Village
Mobile Home Park. The 23.5-acre site
consists of three parcels and is zoned

R-S (Residential Suburban Agricultural
District). For the project to move forward,
the city council must ultimately approve
rezoning the property to PD-C (Planned
Development Commercial).

The City Code speciyes the criteria for all
rezonings. The criteria include: an error
in the original zoning of the property, or
changing conditions in the particular area
or in the city in general, or consistency
with the goals and policies of the
comprehensive plan.

The Planning Commission is an advisory
body and its decision is not binding upon
the city council. The city council will
hold a public hearing at a later date after
the Planning Commission forwards a
recommendation.”

The Planning Commission has
recommended that City Council
approve the rezoning.

Wal-Mart has been through the conceptual
Developmental Review Committee
(“DRC”) meeting on the Site Development
Plan, Plat and Rezoning.

They are currently making revision

to the three applications and will be
resubmitting to the DRC for ynal review
on their time schedule.

Plat is being put on hold until applicant gains
approval or denial on rezoning application.

The City’s website describes the DRC as
follows:

“The Development Review committee
(DRC) consists of three voting members,
all from the City staff. Members are the
City Manager the Director of Community
Development and the Director of Public
Services. Members may designate

others to serve in their behalf. Many
other City agencies provide technical
assistance to the DRC, including Building,
Engineering, Fire, Planning, Police and
Zoning Departments.

DRC reviews all development proposals
within the community. Recommendations
are made by DRC to the Planning
commission or the City Council on
rezoning, subdivision or conditional use
applications. DRC has ynal approval
authority on all site plans required for the
issuance of a Building Permit.o

WHAT'S NEXT

The City Council has scheduled two
meetings to hear this rezoning application.
The yrst was on January 23. The second
meeting is on Tuesday, January 30.

It will be held at Littleton Center (City
Hall) at 7:00 pm. It is a public meeting
and if this issue is important to you
we recommend that you attend if at all
possible.

WHERE DOES THE
COMPLAN FIT?

There is a major question regarding the
proposed rezoning. Does the current
COMPLAN mean anything to the
Planning Commission or to the City
Council?

The COMPLAN which is now in effect
states:

“Littleton’s Comprehensive Planning
Program was devised as a means by which
residents and businessmen could provide
direction to City ofycials on decisions
affecting future growth and development,
and maintenance of a sound, viable
community.

LAND USE

Policy 3: New development in the interior
of established neighborhoods, not adjacent
to arterial streets, should respect the
existing densities and land uses of the
neighborhoods in order that the character
is preserved.

Policy 13: Land west of Santa Fe Drive,
south of Church Street, north of Lee
Gulch, and east of the South Platte River
should be developed in accordance

with the Santa Fe Corridor Study and
the policies of the Littleton Riverfront
Authority.

Attorney Bob Hoban sent a letter listing
all the reasons the proposed rezoning did
not follow the City Municipal Code.

An excerpt of this letter is shown on the
next page and the full letter is posted on
our website.
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PORTIONS OF LETTER

TO: FROM:
City of Littleton Robert Hoban, Attorney at Law
Planning Commission Representing Littleton Against Wal-Mart

RE: Wal-Mart Rezoning Application

The application should be denied for failure to comply with the
Littleton Municipal Code.

Upon review of the Applicant’s public file, it is apparent that
the subject application cannot stand muster under the Littleton
Municipal Code. (because it) ...requires compliance with the
COMPLAN...and fails to comport with the COMPLAN for the
following reasons:

The COMPLAN unequivocally sets forth a goal of “developing
Littleton’s economic independence and reemphasizing downtown
as Littleton’s economic and social center.”

The market entry effect of a large scale format retailer, such as
Wal-Mart, on Littleton’s downtown will be devastating, as it will
drive business away from downtown and have a depressive effect
on the same.

(2]

COMPLAN requires the City to “Acquire and maintain sufficient
park, recreation land, open space and trails to maintain a proper
balance between developed and recreational land...”

By allowing the proposed Wal-Mart Supercenter, the City is
effectively cutting off views and access to the nearby park...

(3]

COMPLAN requires the City to preserve existing neighborhood values
while encouraging any new development to make the most efficient use
of land, resulting in the highest possible standard of living...

Developing a 180,000 square foot commercial center...changes the
face of the neighborhood entirely.
4]

COMPLAN stresses that the City should “strengthen the identity
of entrances into Littleton.”

A large scale commercial center will neither provide Littleton
with identity, nor signify a welcoming invitation to the City.

Due to space restrictions we were only able to include a small part
of this letter. You can read the whole letter on our website:
www. LittletonExaminer.com

(5
COMPLAN requires that the City “encourage the retention of
the historic and ‘small town’ character of Main Street.”

Again, the effect Wal-Mart will likely have on downtown
Littleton will be devastating both economically and aesthetically.

(6]

COMPLAN provides that “all alternatives be examined to reduce
traffic congestion in the Central Area.”

The introduction of a large scale Supercenter will not serve this
policy.

*x Kk Kk

The letter goes on to include six additional reasons that the
application for rezoning does not comply with the Municipal
Code because the Code requires compliance with the
COMPLAN.

Please read the entire letter on our website
www.LittletonExaminer.com and share your thoughts about it
and Wal-Mart’s proposal for coming to Littleton in this location.
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LETTERS TO THE COMMUNITY

Rezoning for Wal-Mart

Littleton was the yrst community to
prevent channelization of a river and get
the Corps of Engineers’ money to create a
park and greenway instead. Are we going
to ruin that for a 24-hour Wal-Mart?

We say no!

Why would anyone want to stick a 24 hour
big box store right against the Park and
within a hundred feet or so of the biker/
walker/jogger path, let alone between two
residential areas. It just doesn’t belong there.

Of all the bike paths in the metropolitan
area, the South Platte Park and the path
through Littleton is nicer by far then any
of the other areas along the many paths
that connect for miles and miles.

We need to keep our Park free of
environmental and commercial pollution.
Once it’s lost it’s lost forever.

They call South Platte Park Littleton’s
crown jewel. If a 24 hour big box store is
placed beside the park, the jewel will have
a major paw.

If the wildlife that live in or use the park
could vote, they would vote to keep the
park undisturbed.

Sandy and Bill Snyder

Use the Land for it Original Purpose

There is no other Wal-Mart between two residential areas. Why have a wildlife preserve
when there will be no wildlife to preserve? Keep the land for what the original intent was.

Dana Moretti

Appropriate Zoning for Best Interest of Littleton

The city council should make every effort to appropriately zone and use this land in the
best interest of Littleton, the trail and surrounding homes. I do not include a 24 T 7 big
box in that classiycation.

John Lawson

What about the COMPLAN?

The recent actions of the Planning Commission, CAC and City Council have been to
take any action necessary to generate more sales tax income for the city. Throw out

the existing Complan so 900 row-houses and sales tax generating shopping can be
shoehorned onto the Marathon property. Littletonds trafyc is already terrible and the
zoning actions to remake Littleton into hyped New Urbanism; read much higher density
plus town-homes above retail shops will only generate more trafyc and congestion.

The Planning Commissions approval to rezone for a Big Box on Santa Fe is only the
next step in throwing out the Complan in favor of more Sales Tax income and yep more
trafyc and congestion.

It is difycult not to come to the conclusion that much effort has been made to identify
what is special about Littleton and then to have the Planning Commission, CAC and City
Council rapidly take the actions necessary to destroy the existing high quality of life.

David Schwan

Letters to the Community

Please submit YOUR Letters to the Community about any subject pertaining to
Littleton. We will publish them on our website and possibly in future print issues if
time and space allow.

This section is Letters to the Community because we know you’re really writing to
your community and not to the Editor.

Our policy is to allow writers to withhold their names from publication because we
recognize that not all members of our community feel comfortable in sharing their name
when commenting on controversial issues. However, we value any opinion expressed and
share it based on the merit of the viewpoint not the source of the comment.

Send your letters to:
letters@littletonexaminer.com
or mail them to PO Box 777 Littleton, CO 80160-0777
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